
Dalton Piercy Parish Council

Minutes of the Council meeting

Thursday 8th September 2016

Members present: Councillors A. Burroughs, L. Noble, A. Timothy, D. Rezai (chair)
HBC Rep: None

Apologies for absence: Councillors K. Holt, K. Johnson, B. Loynes

Declarations of Interest: A. Burroughs (Allotments)

Visitors: D. Hall, T. Hall, M. Holt, E. Dunning
Approval of the minutes of the meeting held Thursday 14th July
It was proposed that the minutes be approved as correct.

Proposed: Cllr. Burroughs; Seconded: Cllr. Timothy (4-0).
Public Participation

A Resident enquired as to why the new pipe which would be laid in the Batts wasn't planned to be implemented in a more direct route. It was decided that the clerk would write to Anglian Water to find out. Furthermore, it was asked why new bus signs had been put up in the area surrounding the village. Cllr. Burroughs explained that the new bus signs are Tees Valley wide, and Hartlepool Borough Council had put the posts up, but the signs were installed by Connect Tees Valley. The clerk was asked to write a letter asking why the signs have been out up without consultation.

Another resident complimented the council on how good the village design statement was, and it was decided that all residents should receive a copy. Cllr. Timothy offered to print the design statement. It was proposed that the printing cost of £100 would be donated to charity, and the design statement would be printed out for free.

Proposed:  Cllr. Rezai; Seconded: Cllr. Burroughs (3-0)

Furthermore, a resident enquired about faster broadband. It was explained that this was still being looked into, and a notice would be put on the noticeboard. Also, the resident had a personal objection about horses grazing in the Batts, and expressed that he thought more people walked their dogs and enjoyed the site before this was the case. It was explained that the horses were good for the land, but Cllr. Rezai offered to look at the site. 

Finally, a further resident enquired about parking at North View, and when the work would start to increase the amount of parking. It was explained that the contractor would need to be contacted to see if the work could be started. Speed control measures were also brought up, to which it was explained that HBC considered physical measure unsuitable, however Cllr. Rezai explained he would look further into this.
HBC Report

As Cllr. Loynes was unable to attend the meeting, Cllr. Rezai read out a report from her. 

Parking 

It was proposed that Wilplan should be the company that DPPC goes with for the work on parking spaces.

Proposed: Cllr. Burroughs; Seconded: Cllr. Timothy (4-0).

For work to begin on increasing the amount of parking at North View and Dene Garth, planning permission will have to be obtained for Dene Garth, as it is a change of use of the land. The options to do this are to go through the council’s ‘one stop shop’ for planning, or to contact Steve Wilkie of HBC. The planning charge will be roughly £195.

Cllr. Rezai expressed that he thought that Steve Wilkie should be contacted, and asked what needed to be done. Cllr. Rezai or Cllr. Timothy would do this. The clerk was asked to contact the contractor to see when they can start on North View.

Lamppost
There is some issues about the electricity supply, this should be done before the nights draw in too quickly however.

Three Gates

The bushes should have been cut at Three Gates now, the clerk was asked to contact Cllr. Loynes as they did not look like they had been cut.

Salt Bin
The salt bin is now obtained; we just need to decide where it should go.
Matters Arising
Rural Plan
The rural plan has now been submitted to HBC, and it is going before the planning committee on 21st of September. When they have seen it, although they cannot affect it, it will be going to the regeneration committee on the 7th of October, who can then validate it. When it has been signed off by the regeneration committee, it goes to an eight week consultation, after which a referendum at which only villagers can vote will be held. It is important that residents vote as a greater than 50% 'accept' (of the total number of votes) is needed for adoption.

Hartlepool has never had a rural plan before, only a local plan. The rural plan can be accessed via the HBC website. Cllr. Rezai said that he could attend the meeting on the 21st. It was proposed that a letter of support would be written to Tracy Rowe detailing that all councilors have read and support the Rural Plan. 

Proposed: Cllr. Burroughs; Seconded: Cllr. Rezai (4-0).
Parking at Three Gates

The parking had improved, however the bushes were still not cut. The clerk was asked to write to Cllr. Loynes about this.

Speed Control Measures 

It was discussed that it may be quicker to go directly to Highways for this. Cllr. Timothy offered to speak to Peter Nixon about this. 

Sign for allotment 

Cllr. Timothy relayed that the council can put up a small sign without planning permission (300mm x 100mm). It was proposed that Cllr. Timothy would obtain three signs that comply to the size, with the words ‘Do not block the track’, as agreed.

Proposed: Cllr. Rezai; Seconded: Cllr. Timothy (3-0) (Cllr. Burroughs abstained as conflict of interest).
Substantive Items
Easements
Stackyard – The owners have decided not to go ahead with obtaining and easement.

All other easements would be discussed below the line as they are exempt from the public forum.
The Batts

Nothing new to report, this issue is with the lawyers. 

Tarmac

The company who had laid the Tarmac had been written to, so that they could remove it, however did not respond. The clerk was asked to write to them again, and give them a seven day timescale to remove it.

Public Transport

Elwick Parish Council is going to do a three month trial of the bus, which will be free for passengers. They will go to public consultation on Thursday 15th September at 6pm. Elwick will go ahead with it, but want public opinion. 

Saplings at Rose Cottage

The contract to remove the Saplings had been given to a company; however they have done nothing yet. The DPPC have also received correspondence from Rose Cottage, which has been shared with Mr. Devlin, and were invited to the meeting to discuss this, however declined the offer, and asked for a meeting just with Cllr. Rezai. Cllr. Rezai declined due to previous defamatory correspondence following a one-on-one meeting.

It was decided that another contractor should be approached to do the work.

Village Residents Association
The rural plan and parking outside North View/Dene Garth were discussed as detailed above. 

Broadband – The clerk was asked to investigate how much money it would be to install BT fast broadband in the village.

Barrels – The clerk was asked to order these for Three Gates.

Playground Area – The clerk was asked to get prices for a playground area, and look into funding for this.
Financial Report
Accepted as presented.

Proposed: Cllr. Timothy; Seconded: Cllr. Burroughs (4-0) 

New Agenda Items

Land Registry Village Hall

Cllr. Rezai had investigated and found that the village hall belongs to HBC. It was proposed that the council go for freehold of the land for a nominal fee, and if not then the council should go for a long lease (about 250 years) for a small amount of rent. 

Proposed: Cllr. Rezai; Seconded: Cllr. Timothy (4-0)
Any other Business

Cllr. Burroughs mentioned the smell of sewage in her house and throughout the village. This had been a recurring problem and had been reported previously to HBC and Northumbrian Water. Councillor Noble reported the smell was very strong on leaving the village going towards the A19. A member of the public present who lived in North View was also experiencing the same problem both outside and inside her house.The clerk was asked to write a letter on behalf of DPPC and residents of Dalton Piercy to the water company to investigate this.

The Meeting closed at 9.10 pm

A meeting to discuss exempt matters occurred after this.
The date of the next meeting is Thursday 13th October 2016 at 7.30 pm


